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				Introduksjon

				“Don’t be distracted by the fascinating characters, spot-on history and engaging mystery: savor the wit! I haven’t enjoyed myself so much since Ford’s Theater.  It’s funny because it’s true!”  
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				—A. Lincoln

				

				“The Afterlife Tonight Show” 

				Starring the king of late-night TV JEAN-BAPTISTE “CARL JOHAN” BERNADOTTE Co-host QUEEN DÉSIDERIA  Music director LUDWIG VON BEETHOVEN Taped musical appearance with  JENNY LIND and OLE BULL
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				Special guests  

				THOMAS JEFFERSON 

				SACAJAWEA 

				THE BONAPARTE BROTHERS 

				ALEXANDRE DUMAS 

				ABE LINCOLN 

				GERMAINE DE STAEL 

				JULIETTE RECAMIER 

				HENRIK WERGELAND 

				JOHN L. O’SULLIVAN 

				JEAN-BAPTISTE KLEBER 

				MARIE LENORMAND

				 “KING” MURAT 

				GEBHARD BLÜCHER 

				Cameo appearance by 

				KING OSCAR I 

				And proudly introducing 

				ANNA EBBA AMINOFF

				Copyright © 2014 text by Roy Arnold Everson

				Copyright © 2014 illustrations by Robyn Dean McHattie

				E-pub 2016

				All directly quoted material from Dumas and U.S. Magazine and Democratic Review is used within public domain.

				The characters in this story are real people who lived two centuries ago. The setting’s name is borrowed from an actual place for storytelling purposes. The author exploits numerous non-fiction resources (see bibliography) to attempt a reasonable interpretation of historic events and personalities. The time is now.

				About the author

				A former journalist and night watchman in the American upper midwest and Norway, his other careers include the standardized testing industry and running a bed and breakfast in Oslo, Norway. His first book is dedicated to one particular B&B guest from Germany.
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				PREFACE

				One of Napoleon Bonaparte’s greatest enemies returns from the dead after two centuries seeking justice for one of history’s forgotten crimes. In this historically correct mystery/fantasy/biography we ponder a fateful decision in world history.

				Two dozen souls from the 19th Century – all real people – are summoned from their Afterlife perches to attend a gathering far away but the ensuing journeys leave them clueless as to where they are. The purpose of their travels – the Bernadotte event – puzzles them because of Bernadotte’s historical obscurity. Who or what brings them here – and why?

				Presented as a TV talk show, the souls explore the life and times of one Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte, an accomplished soldier, some-time republican and long-time rival of Bonaparte. A friend of Beethoven and de Stael and model for Dumas’ d’Artagnan, he also managed to be elected crown prince and later serve as king of Sweden and Norway for a quarter century. As King Karl Johan he ruled Norway during the first 30 years of its constitution, then the most liberal in Europe (coinciding with the early years of Scandinavian emigration to America).

				Why Bernadotte? Here’s someone honored with statues in his capital cities of Stockholm and Oslo. Today Oslo visitors see him riding his horse near the Royal Palace somewhere between main street – Karl Johans Gate – and Inkognito Gate – that’s right, Incognito Street! Yet he’s an enigmatic phantom largely unknown to his subjects’ descendants. History buffs might take some time to discover him.

				Besides Bernadotte you’ll meet Queen Désirée, Napoleon Bonaparte, Thomas Jefferson, Tsar Alexander I, Sacajawea, Abraham Lincoln and others. Participants touch on themes of self-government and tyranny while reflecting upon Napoleonic Europe and Jefferson’s America. The show features music, literature, humor and engaging conversation through the night.

				Roy A. Everson

				Oslo, Norway and

				Columbia Heights, Minnesota;

				Emails welcome at raeverso@online.no

				August, 2014

				 

				Whose hidden hand is behind “The Afterlife Tonight Show?” The Bernadottes, Jean-Baptiste and Désirée – AKA King Carl Johan and Queen Desideria of Scandinavia – want to know.
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				“The path to a different destiny is paved with make-believe blacktop.”

				– the author

				 

				AUDIENCE AND GUEST LIST

				ALEXANDER I (1777-1825) Tsar of all the Russias during and after the Napoleonic Era, one of Bernadotte’s strongest royal supporters.

				ANNA EBBA AMINOFF (1794-1860) Swedish friend and recipient of Bernadotte’s generosity, according to a local history publication.

				LUDWIG VON BEETHOVEN (1770-1827) Classic composer who lived much of his life in Vienna where he was an accomplished piano virtuoso in the 1790s while Ambassador Bernadotte served there.

				DÉSIRÉE (CLARY) BERNADOTTE (1777-1860) Daughter of a wealthy Marseilles merchant, one-time fiance of Napoleon, married Bernadotte in 1798 and became Queen Desideria in 1818.

				JEAN BERNADOTTE (1754-1813) Older brother of Bernadotte, was a court lawyer in Pau, France, as were their father and uncle.

				JEAN-BAPTISTE BERNADOTTE (1763-1844) French soldier from Pau recruited at age 17, rose through the ranks to general of division during the French revolutionary wars; marshal of France during Emperor Napoleon’s reign; elected crown prince of Sweden in 1810, united the kingdoms of Sweden and Norway in 1814, ascended to the throne of both nations in 1818. AKA King Karl (or Carl) Johan.

				OSCAR BERNADOTTE (1799-1859) Only child of Jean-Baptiste and Désirée Bernadotte, at 11 he moved with parents from France to Sweden, crowned King Oscar I when his father died in 1844.

				GEBHARD VON BLÜCHER (1742-1819) Career Prussian soldier who engaged Napoleon several times; knew Bernadotte as enemy and ally.

				JOSEPH BONAPARTE (1768-1844) Elder brother of Napoleon, married Julie Clary, sister of Désirée; his link to Bernadotte smoothed over difficult times between his famous brother and brother-in-law.

				 THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743-1826) Third president of the United States, led nation during the first half of Napoleon’s rule, during which he purchased the territory of Louisiana from Napoleon.

				JEAN-BAPTISTE KLEBER (1753-1800) French general served in the revolutionary wars; was a mentor of Bernadotte.

				MARIE LENORMAND (1772-1843) Fortune teller whose clients over 40 years included the Empress Josephine, Tsar Alexander I and Bernadotte. Tarot enthusiasts still use cards bearing her name.

				ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1809-1865) 16th president of the United States.

				JOACHIM  MURAT  (1767-1815)  French  soldier  who  rose  with Napoleon through the ranks to marshal of France, married Napoleon’s sister Caroline. As King of Naples he betrayed Napoleon.

				CARL OTTO MÖRNER (1781-1868) Swedish nobleman sent to inform Napoleon of Swedish crown prince’s death; among Swedes who favored a military man connected to Napoleon as king’s successor, so while in Paris he urged Bernadotte to consider becoming a candidate.

				JOHN LOUIS O’SULLIVAN (1813-1895) American magazine editor associated with the Democratic Party of Andrew Jackson, coined the term “Manifest Destiny” to popularize the westward movement of Americans to populate much of North America.

				JULIETTE RECAMIER (1777-1849) Active member of salon society from late revolutionary to post-Napoleonic eras; friends include Germaine de Stael, Benjamin Constant, Chateaubriand and Bernadotte. Famous for her image on paintings especially one by David hanging in the Louvre showing her on a sofa named after her.

				SACAJAWEA (1788-?) Shoshone Indian woman who accompanied the Lewis and Clark Expedition as interpreter and guide along with her baby  and  French  husband.  A  symbol  for  women  and  Native Americans in U.S. history, she is featured on the one-dollar coin.

				GERMAINE DE STAEL (1766-1817) A major force in literature and politics in the French revolutionary and Napoleonic eras; a critic of Napoleon and influential ally of his rivals including Bernadotte.

				HENRIK WERGELAND (1808-1845) Norwegian cultural/literary icon, he led students in marking Norway’s Constitution day in May against the wishes of Bernadotte who demanded a November celebration.

				 

			

		

	
		
			
				The PEOPLE’S LOVE Is MY REWARD

				Story by Roy Everson

				Art by Robyn Dean McHattie

				Layout and design by Nils Petter Smeby 
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				I’m taking a walk early one Saturday evening amid conditions so serene even the weather is irrelevant. I’m all alone on this rural flat Earth. Or so I think, for as I stroll by a house of worship I notice a figure standing by the open door. Clearly agitated, he says to me: ”Citizen I need you to focus!”

				Mr. T
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YOUR ULTIMATE LATE-NIGHT TV TALK SHOW LIVE FROM THE AFTERLIFE

BY ROY EVERSON
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