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PREFACE

This book is a call to arms for active literary politics in Europe and serves as an introduction to the cultural policy measures that currently shape literature in Norway. Norwegian literary policy consists of a multitude of measures, developed over the span of several decades. We argue that these measures have helped Norwegian literature achieve high scores in many indicators. Although Norway is a small society with a small language market, a surprisingly large number of books have been written and published—in 2017 alone, 3,700 new titles were released1—and there is a plethora of writers, publishers, booksellers, and a broad array of literature offered to readers. Currently, Norwegian literature has achieved great international success and is followed by literary agents, scouts, and international publishers with increasing interest. The authors should, of course, get the credit for this, but publishers, booksellers, and other industry actors are also important for the breadth and quality of the production and distribution of Norwegian literature. Literary politics is both cultural and knowledge politics, thus knowledge literature should also get its share of attention. The literary policy schemes in Norway have also benefitted literature and society at large. Therefore, it is important that literary policy is continually developed. This must be done from a broad understanding of literature and written culture.

Oslo, January 2019
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